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found;  the usual rate of interest is two per cent a
month.
In Amdo the lamaseries do not own as much property
as they do in Tibet, but many of the lamas are quite
wealthy; they are enterprising traders, and .make fre-
quent journeys to Peking, Urga, Lh'asa, or Hsi-an Fu,
where they purchase all the articles most readily sold in
their country.
At the head of every lamasery is an abbot (k'anpo), who
is either sent from a large lamasery to fill this office or, in
a few cases, is chosen by the lamas. Under him are a
certain number of officers, of whom .some act as magis-
trates and provosts or censors, others attend to the
temporal affairs of the convent, and still others super-
intend the ceremonies.1 ID a few of the larger lamaseries
there is an official appointed by the Amban who assists
the lama officials (seng kuan) in enforcing discipline, but
whose principal duty consists in observing the spirit
animating the convent, whether it is friendly or hostile
to the Chinese government, and keeping the Amban
duly posted. This official is styled Erh lao-yeh, or " the
.second gentleman," by the Chinese.
The rules of the larger lamaseries are very strict, and,
while crimes can usually be compounded by the payment
of fines, the misdemeanors of the lower-class lamas are
punished by whipping, solitary confinement, or expulsion.
The ecclesiastical* authorities have, even within the limits
of China, power of life and death over the lamas of their
convents; the civil authorities can not, or rather do not
choose to, assail these prerogatives, and generally submit
1 The Jassak and G-ckor lamas act     orders and conducts the ceremonies,
as provosts; the Nyerpa attends to    The Jassak,Gekor, and Wudzlpaare
thefinanees,supplies,etc.;theD}w/?/fY    appointed by the K'anpofor a terra
looks   after   guests;   the   fTuflspiM    of years.